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       A Tandayapa Bird Lodge Custom Birding Package  

 
14th – 19th February 2022 (5nights/6-days custom package) 

 
Tandayapa Bird Lodge guide: Sam Woods 

 
Thanks to participant Graham Gerdeman for contributing his tour photos  
(More of Graham’s photos can be found here: 
 https://www.grahamgerdeman.com/index ). Other photos by Sam Woods. 

 
 

 
35 species of hummingbird were observed in just 6 days based out of the lodge. One of the first, and the flashiest, was this  

Shining Sunbeam on our first day at Yanacocha Reserve, just outside Ecuador’s capital, Quito.  
(Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Graham and Adriana met with Sam in the early hours of Valentine’s day, and where better to spend this special day than 
picking up dozens of life birds in the cloudforests of the Andes! We started out at Zuro Loma Reserve, where feeders 
swarmed with species like Sword-billed Hummingbird and Mountain Velvetbreast, while a Chestnut-naped Antpitta, 
Equatorial Antpitta and a fabulous Barred Fruiteater were all fed at close range by the landowner Silvio. After that, we 

nipped over to 
Yanacocha Reserve, 
picking up two new 
hummingbirds, Golden-
breasted Puffleg and 
Shining Sunbeam, 

Black-chested 
Mountain-Tanager, and 
lunch, before traveling 
to Tandayapa Bird 
Lodge, our base for five 
nights. On the way, we 
added White-capped 
Dipper and an 
extremely popular 
Torrent Duck to our 
birdlist. The next day 
was spent in subtropical 
cloudforests, lower 
than the day before, 
where birds like Toucan 
Barbet, Plate-billed 
Mountain-Toucan and a 
daytime Lyre-tailed 

Nightjar stood out. The day after that, we dropped down into the Andean foothills, where very different birds like 
Guayaquil and Cinnamon Woodpeckers, Choco and Yellow-throated Toucans, Blue-tailed Trogon, Scarlet-browed 
Tanager, Yellow-collared Chlorophonia, and Black-faced Dacnis all featured. The following day we were back in the 
subtropics again, but this time in Mashpi, where regional specialties like Moss-backed, Rufous-throated and Glistening-
green Tanagers, Black Solitaire, Indigo Flowerpiercer, Rose-faced Parrot and Orange-breasted Fruiteater all put on some 
show. Our penultimate day saw us visit the famous Paz de las Aves Reserve, where Andean Cock-of-the-rocks were 
observed displaying at dawn, and a trio of antpittas came in to feed at a variety of feeding stations, the Giant Antpitta 
feeding a youngster being the main highlight among these. Aside from that, we lucked in on the rare Hoary Puffleg at the 
feeders, a roosting Common Potoo by the café, and an Ocellated Tapaculo after a lengthy hike. Our final morning was 
spent in and around Tandayapa Bird Lodge, where we added the rare Tanager Finch, a pair of Powerful Woodpeckers, 
and a cute Cloud-forest Pygmy-Owl to our lengthy list. We covered elevations from 11,810ft/3600m down to 
1640ft/500m on this tour, with forest types varying from temperate forest to lowland forest in doing so and were exposed 
to more than 35 hummingbird species and dozens of colorful tanagers too (more than 50 tanagers were recorded). The 
report should prove too how productive this tour was for a birder keen to see a lot (we racked up more than 300 bird 
species) and plenty of the regional specialties (i.e. Choco Bioregion endemics, of which we recorded 40), but also keen to 
photograph a lot. We all got plenty of photos to add to our memories of the birds, food and habitats of this small , rich 
section of the Andes. 
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DAILY SUMMARY: 
 
Day 1 (of birding): 14th February – Quito to Zuro Loma & Yanacocha, and Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 
 

 
This Chestnut-naped Antpitta at Zuro Loma was an excellent opener to the tour, shortly after dawn on the first day.  

This subspecies, obsoleta, is endemic to Ecuador, and may yet be recognised as an endemic bird species.  
This is the only feeder for it in the World.  (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 

 
Under cover of morning darkness, guide and group met in Ecuador’s high capital Quito, which sits at a lofty 
9185ft/2800m. Our first destination of the tour was picked for its location, right on the journey to Tandayapa 
Bird Lodge, and of course, its birds. This day was to be our sole time in the temperate zone of the Neotropical 
Cloudforest of the Andes, which offered us many species not possible on later days of this short tour. Zuro Loma, 
our first destination, also offered some unique experiences. However, before we reached there we began 
chalking off birds on Graham’s 400-strong target list, with a Paramo Pipit and Andean Lapwings both found 
foraging within local farm fields. We chose to visit Zuro Loma first, as the reserve owner, Silvio, has a rather 
impressive “trick” up his sleeve. At around 8am each day, he feeds a Chestnut-naped Antpitta, (photo above), 
which comes out of its usual dense forest cover, to give incredible views for the birders and photographers in 
us alike. It was a spectacular view of a very scarce bird for us too, and it jumped out into the open on numerous 
occasions, ensuring both Graham and Sam emerged with some very satisfying shots. The feeders alongside the 
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antpitta station were also alive with birds and we were absolutely gripped by them, pre- and post- antpitta. The 
undoubted star at these was one or two Sword-billed Hummingbirds (photo below), a bird that has to be seen 
to be believed; it possesses the longest bill relative to body size of any on Earth, and this was obvious the 
moment we clapped eyes on it. This had been one of Graham’s much wanted birds, having previously missed it 
around Bogota in Colombia, and so it was particularly pleasing to see it early, and see it well… 
 

 
This Sword-billed Hummingbirds at Zuro Loma provided endless portraits for the “Birders-with-Cameras” among us   

(Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 
The feeders at Zuro Loma were three-fold; there were hummingbird feeders attracting a wonderful selection of 
temperate forest hummers, fruit feeders alongside that attracted some Andean songbirds too, as well as an in-
forest worm feeder, which was set up with certain target species in mind. Most of our time was spent marvelling 
at the rapid comings and goings of hummingbirds at the central feeders, where Mountain Velvetbreasts (photo 
page 7) were prominent (is this the best feeder set up for this species anywhere!), with a black-bellied male 
coming in frequently. Sapphire-vented Pufflegs, Collared Incas (photo page 8), Buff-winged Starfrontlets, 
Tyrian Metaltails, all also visited too, as did an extravagantly tailed male Black-tailed Trainbearer (photo page 
6). 
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This gorgeous male Purple-backed Thornbill was found by 
Silvio alongside the amazing Zuro Loma feeders   
(photo: grahamgerdeman.com)  
 
The fruit feeders just to the side (so all visible from 
the same, well sheltered spot) attracted a series of 
songbirds, like Yellow-breasted Brushfinch, Blue-
capped Tanager and three species of 
flowerpiercer, including Masked Flowerpiercer 
(photo page 7). A family of Andean Guans, 
complete with chick, also dropped in 
conspicuously at one point too. Then we were 
moved into another specific area, where Silvio 
proceeded to attract in a male Barred Fruiteater 
(photo page 2) to a feeder, where it took worms 
eagerly from his hand, and even hopped on to his 
leg at one point in the excitement. An Equatorial 
Antpitta (photo next page) had also been 
habituated at this forest feeding station, and also 
enthusiastically waited in the wings, before 
hopping on to the same mossy branch that the 
fruiteater was sitting on! A truly remarkable and 
unique scene not possible anywhere else in the 
World.  
 
Searches for one of the local Ocellated Tapaculos, 
however, were not fruitful for that marquee 
species, but did yield Streak-throated Bush-
Tyrant, Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager and 
Black-crested Warbler. Better still came, when we 

returned to the main feeders, ad Silvio excitedly pointed out a velvety male Purple-backed Thornbill (photo 
above, Graham Gerdeman) perched up nearby, somewhat overshadowing the other visitors at the time, which 
included Gray-browed Brushfinch at the fruit feeders.  
 

 
 

 
PHOTOS NEXT PAGES: PAGE 6: Equatorial Antpitta (TOP) and Black-tailed Trainbearer 

both at Zuro Loma (both Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 
 

PHOTOS NEXT PAGES: PAGE 7: Masked Flowerpiercer (TOP) and Mountain Velvetbreast  
both at Zuro Loma (both Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
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After some further irresistible time photographing the hummingbird melee, we dragged ourselves away to visit 
another nearby reserve, Yanacocha, run by the conservation organization, the Jocotoco Foundation. Our walk 
along the “Inca Trail” there brought only limited success, with few flocks to speak of on the way out. Our 
turnaround point was a set of deep in-forest hummingbird feeders, which brought some birds we had already 
seen that morning, like Sapphire-vented Puffleg, Buff-winged Starfrontlet, and Tyrian Metaltail, in addition to 
our only Golden-breasted Pufflegs of the tour, and some burly Great Sapphirewings. On the way back along 
the trail things were still decidedly quiet, but we did manage to locate the gorgeous Golden-crowned Tanager. 
After a delicious three-course lunch inside the reserve by foundation volunteers, we watched the local feeders, 
which held a steady stream of territorial Shining Sunbeams (photo title page), and Yellow-breasted Brushfinch 
and Black-chested Mountain-Tanager also visited, while a rabbit, the Tapeti, hopped around close to us below. 
 

 
We lingered at the frantic feeders at Zuro Loma in order to capture some hummingbird images and were rewarded with  

multiple angles on birds like this striking male Collared Inca (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 

After some unsuccessful searches to see one of the calling Tawny Antpittas, we needed to move on. We still had 
to make the two hour drive to Tandayapa Bird Lodge. However, far from being a burden, we were doing so by 
traversing parts of the Old Nono-Mindo Road, a birding route in its own right. This yielded a pair of Burrowing 
Owls, party of glowing Golden Grosbeaks near the town of Nono, an unusually confiding Plain-tailed Wren 
(photo page 9, Graham Gerdeman), Cinnamon Flycatcher (photo page 9) and, during a final, rainy spell, a White-
capped Dipper and a Torrent Duck (good persistence and work Adriana!) sharing the same stretch of the rushing 
Rio Alambi. That night, after our first taste of Tandayapa’s chef’s Luis’s food, we ventured into the cloudforest 
near the lodge to search for Rufescent Screech-Owl but came back empty-handed on this occasion, although we 
did find a Kinkajou during the walk and saw a Western Lowland Olingo at the lodge feeder at night too. 
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Sparkling Violetear at Zuro Loma (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge) 

 
Adriana & Graham found this handsome male Torrent Duck by the Rio Alambi at the end of our first day (grahamgerdeman.com). 
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PHOTOS PAGE 9: Cinnamon Flycatcher TOP, (Sam Woods) and Plain-tailed Wren (grahamgerdeman.com) 
were both found on the way to Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 

 
Day 2: 15th February – Tandayapa Bird Lodge, the Tandayapa Valley and Nanegalito. 
 
On this day we focused our attentions on the bird-rich forests around the lodge and the valley in which it sits, 
the lush Tandayapa Valley, where cloudforest carpets the slopes. We visited a location with feeders nearby the 
lodge first thing, in the hope of one of the most celebrated birds in the area, Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan. 
However, in three hours on site the toucan did not come in. Our time there was far from wasted however, as 
there was a procession of birds at the feeders, including Dusky Chlorospingus, Golden-naped Tanager, Golden 
Tanager, Flame-faced Tanager, Black-capped Tanager, Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, and best of all, Toucan 
Barbet. We also notched up a decent hummingbird list by watching the feeders and flowers on the property, 
with headliners including the endemic Gorgeted Sunangel, Brown Inca, Violet-tailed Sylph, Empress Brilliant, 
and the outrageous Velvet-purple Coronet (photo below, Sam Woods). Away from the feeders, species like 
Streaked Tuftedcheek, Lineated Foliage-gleaner, Rusty-winged Barbtail and a gliding, screaming Barred Hawk 
rose with the thermals.  
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With more than a little impatience and knowing there were plenty of other birds on offer, we reluctantly left 
this place behind and birded various portions of the Tandayapa Valley, which quickly yielded a pair of Plate-
billed Mountain-Toucans yelping in the cloudforest, much to our relief!  The same area held another good 
looker too, in the form of a small troop of Turquoise Jays. Working our way along the upper parts of the 
Tandayapa Ridge, at around 7545ft/2300m, we located some other beautiful birds, like Plushcap, Grass-green 
Tanager, Streak-headed Antbird and Graham spotted one of the scarcest birds of the tour, finding a small party 
of bamboo-dwelling Slaty Finches a nomadic and erratic visitor to the valley. Graham has preceded that by also 
finding a Chestnut-crowned Antpitta, which he also managed to photograph. 
 

 
Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan  is one of the most wanted birds in the Tandayapa Valley (grahamgerdeman.com). 

 
We returned to our convenient base, Tandayapa Bird Lodge, for lunch, finding it difficult to eat at times, as the 
bird feeders, visible from our lunch table, were so active. A small selection of what we saw there, right around 
the lodge, included a wonderfully confiding Smoky-brown Woodpecker (photo next page), likewise with a 
Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant, and Golden Tanager, Black-capped Tanager, Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, 
Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Tanager, Silver-throated Tanager, Crimson-rumped Toucanet and Toucan 
Barbet (photo next page) around the feeders alongside. 
 
PHOTOS NEXT PAGE: Smoky-brown Woodpecker  (Sam Woods) & Toucan Barbet (grahamgerdeman.com) at Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 
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We also experienced the 
characteristic “whirlwind” of 
hummingbird activity at the 
lodge too, with their balcony 
hosting a dozen species, with lots 
of Booted Racket-tails, along 
with Violet-tailed Sylphs, Purple-
bibbed Whitetips, Andean 
Emeralds, Empress Brilliants, 
Fawn-breasted Brilliants, Green-
crowned Brilliants, Buff-tailed 
Coronets, Brown Incas, Purple-
throated Woodstars, Crowned 
Woodnymphs, Rufous-tailed 
Hummingbirds, and White-
necked Jacobins. While some 
would have stayed and watched 
this hie of activity all afternoon 
long, Graham had a feverish 
desire to “see it all”, or at least 
try anyway! Therefore, following 
a tip off from a visiting Tropical 
Birding guide, Alex Luna, we got 
back in our van, and drove to the 
nearest town, Nanegalito, where 
Graham mad light work of 
finding the roosting male Lyre-
tailed Nightjar (photo right). The 
bird was sitting in front of a 
hardware store on the edge of 
town, beside a busy highway, 
with rain lashing down as we 
watched it in amazement. We 
were not bothered by the rain, 
having a convenient shelter of a 
local store to rest under, while 
the bird seemed nonplussed by 
either the traffic or the rain! We 
finished off our diurnal birding in 
the local cemetery, where 
Ecuadorian Thrush, 
Blackburnian Warbler and Red-
faced Spinetail were noted. 
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Day 3: 16th February – Milpe & Rio Silanche. 
 

 
Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracari disturbed the breakfast of the “Birders with Cameras” among us by appearing beside the lodge 

restaurant, as did a Tayra and a slew of tanagers! (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 

This was to be a mixed day, for both birding locations and birding success! We started out by traveling downhill 
from Tandayapa Bird Lodge, into the very different Neotropical Clouforests of the Andean Foothills (around 
3610ft/1100m). The specific location for this tour was changed from our regular package site, as a very rare bird 
had been spotted there, and Graham and Adriana were keen to try for it. A Banded Ground-Cuckoo had been 
visiting a forest moth trap around dawn in January 2022, and so we got there under cover of darkness and got 
in position by the blind. We were already quite prepared to NOT see the bird, as we had bumped into a keen 
group who had tried for 6 days prior to our visit and not seen the cuckoo! Therefore, we were not surprised 
when there was no sign of either the cuckoo, or the army ants that it follows for its lifetime. However, Milpe 
offered up many good birds for Graham nonetheless, and we soon saw some of these, including a covey of 
Rufous-fronted Wood-Quail that skirted around the blind, while a procession of songbirds came in to pluck 
moths off of the moth trap, like Ochre-breasted Tanager, Tawny-faced Gnatwren, Slaty Antwren, Chestnut-
backed and Zeledon’s Antbirds, White-whiskered Puffbird, Spotted Woodcreeper and Orange-billed Sparrow. 
A nearby grain feeder attracted a White-throated Quail-Dove. We did not even have to move far from the blind 
to add other species, like Blue-tailed (Choco) and Collared Trogons too! 
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We relocated to another part of the property once it was clear the cuckoo was not coming, and the moth trap 
activity quietened down. We took a wonderful cooked breakfast at around 9am, where we were greeted with 
a Tayra (a large carnivorous, weasel-like, mammal) at the feeders, which was then followed by visits from 
Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracaris (photo page before Sam Woods), Green Honeycreepers, Silver-throated 
Tanagers, Dusky-faced Tanagers and Ecuadorian Thrushes. Yellow-throated Toucan and Rufous Motmot were 
seen perched from the restaurant too. We were initially frustrated in our pursuits of calling Yellow-collared 
Chlorophonias, a bright lemon-yellow and emerald-colored bird that blends well within its canopy setting, but 
later came across some low feeding birds nearby that gave us repeated views. Our search for Club-winged 
Manakin met with stony silence largely at a lek site, due to the late hour of our visit and bright sunny weather, 
which suppresses activity at such times. We did find a female in a fruiting tree but could not lay eyes on a male 
in a fruiting tree that held a bevy of birds, including Purple Honeycreepers, the aforementioned chlorophonias 
and Pale-vented Thrush.  
 

 
On a good day for woodpeckers, we managed to get crippling looks at this female Guayaquil Woodpecker from the canopy tower at 

Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuary (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
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With lunchtime approaching, having observed a pair of Choco Toucans sitting nearby, and experiencing 
otherwise seemingly slower bird activity, we had a big decision to make. Walk the trails more in search of army 
ants, which may yield the rarely-seen ground-cuckoo, or switch to another site for plenty more new birds for 
Graham and his lengthy target list? In light of the fact that the cuckoo had not been seen or heard of for 7 days, 
and the same went for the army ants, they depend on, we decided to drive further on downslope to the Rio 
Silanche area of the lowlands/lower foothills (altitude around 1640ft/500m). We were soon shedding layers as 
we moved into a yet more humid area in Silanche, where we later took our boxed lunch in the field. However, 
before we reached the reserve itself we had the entrance road to contend with, somewhere that even at this 
quiet time of day provided plenty of distraction, with Black-cheeked Woodpecker, Pale-legged (Pacific) 
Hornero, Sooty-headed Tyrannulet, Yellow-bellied Seedeater, and Thick-billed Seed-Finch causing us to pull 
our van over several times. The entrance road to Silanche is sobering, revealing the great need for reserves like 
Rio Silanche to continue to exist, as we moved through remnant patches of forest, interspersed with quarries 
and oil palm plantations. However, it is bittersweet, for we always see a good number of birds along there all 
the same, and this day was no different, with a wonderful pair of Cinnamon Woodpeckers and a party of 
Maroon-tailed (Choco) Parakeets being the main highlights along there. Once we arrived in the reserve, and 
had eaten our lunch, we set about seeing yet more birds. Although the afternoons are often much quieter than 
the mornings, Silanche always seems to yield good results through the day, as were to find out during our 
abbreviated visit there. One of the first signs of this were when we heard the double rap of a Guayaquil 
Woodpecker (photo page before) near the tower, and which we saw well once we on the top of the tower where 
we got to see a female just above us. While the tower could not be said to have been pumping, a steady stream 
of good birds came by, including Scarlet-browed Tanager, Guira Tanager, Black-striped Woodcreeper, Black-
faced (Yellow-tufted) and Scarlet-thighed Dacnis, Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift, Dusky Pigeon, Orange-fronted 
Barbet, Masked Titrya, and Swallow-tailed Kite. Just before leaving, at around 5pm, we also caught sight of a 
party of Tawny-crested Tanagers in the forest understory. On the way out, we added Black-winged Saltator 
and Streak-headed Woodcreeper by the roadside. 
 
Day 4: 17th February – Mashpi & Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 
 
For this guide at least, this site is one of his favourite day trips in the area. It offered up a series of bird species 
endemic to this Choco bioregion, and many of these were truly stunning birds to boot. It was a magnificent day, 
with little break from the bird action. We started along the road, but quickly connected with Doris, one of the 
owners of Reserva Amagusa, who proudly showed us around her birdy property. As we entered her property 
we saw some remnants of dawn activity around their moth sheet, where a couple of Tricolored Brushfinches 
were in evidence. Some pink blossoms attracted a specialty of this area, an Indigo Flowerpiercer (photo page 
20, which visited the flowers repeatedly during our extended stay in the reserve. Within minutes of this, we 
were eyeballing one of the most handsome birds of the area, when a party of Rose-faced Parrots (photo page 
21) came in to gorge on bananas, showing no fear of us standing close by taking photos and phone shots.  Then, 
Doris led us to the feeders where her husband, Sergio, laid out some fruit-bananas again-and the veritable 
floodgates opened, as birds streamed in excitedly, at the first feed of the day… 
 
Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Tanagers were one of the most numerous attendees, but were joined by 
Golden-naped, Golden, Silver-throated, Rufous-throated, Flame-faced, and Moss-backed (photo page 19) and 
Glistening-green Tanagers (photo page 18). The latter two species were two of biggest target birds in the area, 
being regional specialties and gorgeous ones at that.  
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It would have been easy to stare at the feeders for hours, and ignore the surrounding trees, but other birds 
appeared away from the feeders that quite literally demanded our attention, a fruiting tree attracting both 
Orange-breasted and Scaled Fruiteaters and a Black Solitaire! 
 

 
Mashpi brought us a siege of specialties of the Choco bioregion, like this incredible Glistening-green Tanager, which repeatedly 

visited the excellent feeders in Amagusa Reserve (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 

Other “distractions” included Rufous-rumped Antwren, Black-billed Peppershrike, Barred Becard, Bay Wren 
and Maroon-tailed (Choco) Parakeets. Another star attraction at the feeders included both male and female 
Golden-collared Honeycreepers (photo page 19), a difficult species away from this site west of the Andes in 
Ecuador. It was easy to almost forget to look at the hummingbird feeds with all the other action in front of us, 
but once we gave them attention, we were pleased we did so. They were crammed with excited hummingbirds, 
with 13 species recorded in this small reserve in the morning, including Velvet-purple Coronets, Violet-tailed 
Sylphs, Green-crowned, Empress and Fawn-breasted Brilliants, Purple-bibbed Whitetips, Brown Violetears, 
Booted Racket-tails, Brown Incas, Green Thorntails, and White-whiskered Hermits. A highlight for all of us was 
resting a sugar water laden flower in our hands and videoing as all of these hummingbirds gently rested on our 
hands and drank from the flower en-masse.  
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PHOTOS PAGE BEFORE: Golden-collared Honeycreeper (TOP) and Moss-backed Tanager, 
both from Amagusa Reserve in Mashpi (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 

 
Doris also led us down the road, revealing a nesting Green-fronted Lancebill tucked underneath a wet, mossy 
rock, and beside a small waterfall, before we returned to the feeders to pick up a final specialty, Black-chinned 
Mountain-Tanager. 
 
After that, we moved on down the road towards Mashpi, to try and add some lower lying species not possible 
in the reserve. We took lunch by a quiet forested section of road, and quickly picked up some handsome Gray-
and-gold Tanagers, another Yellow-collared Chlorophonia, our only Choco Tyrannulet, and a wolf-whistling 
Barred Puffbird. We continued lower down still, walking along a deserted road amongst beautiful Neotropical 
Cloudforest, where other bird parties yielded a handsome treble of Orange-fronted Barbets, a striking male 
Red-headed Barbet, a scoped pair of Russet Antshrikes, a single Scarlet-browed Tanager, Scarlet-rumped 
Cacique, Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, Golden-bellied (Choco) Warbler, and Crimson-rumped Toucanet. Adriana 
also noticed a Broad-billed Motmot sitting by the roadside. It was a fantastic end to a wonderful day, where we 
added numerous Choco specialties, and numerous stunning and spectacular species. We headed back to 
Tandayapa with our tails up. 
 

 
 

 The bird that put Mashpi on the map, the very local Indigo Flowerpiercer was seen well there (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
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The spectacular endemic Rose-faced Parrot was not only regular at the bananas at Mashpi but also wonderfully approachable  
and seemingly fearless of several groups of visiting birders staring at them! (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 

 
 
The arrival of darkness did not, however, signal the end of our birding, as we were still smarting from missing 
the regular Rufescent Screech-Owl (photo page 22, grahamgerdeman.com) near the lodge several nights earlier. 
This time we changed tactic, and pursued the bird after dinner once more, though this time walking away with 
nice views! This would at least give us a night off the following night too! 
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Rufescent Screech-Owl in the cloudforest at Tandayapa Bird Lodge (grahamgerdeman.com). 

 
Day 5: 18th February – Refugio Paz de las Aves & Tandayapa Valley. 
 
This custom tour displayed the incredible number of top-notch birding spots accessible from our base at 
Tandayapa. While the lodge itself offered, and gave, us much, the surrounding sites added to that too yielding 
a substantial bird list by hopscotching the best sites in the area. We covered a range of altitudes, and 
corresponding forests and birds, which each vary greatly even with small changes in elevation in the Andes of 
Ecuador. On this day, we were once again in Neotropical Cloudforest, but higher than the lodge, and higher than 
the day before, visiting another special site in Subtropical Cloudforest. Paz de las Aves has become a must-do 
site, after the local landowners, the Paz Brothers, managed to habituate a number of shy forest birds, most 
notably, antpittas. However, the site offered much more than that, and for this reason, we left Tandayapa early, 
so we could arrive there around dawn for a special Andean experience, which was much wanted by both Graham 
and Adriana; (and understandably so). As dawn broke in the cloudforest, we made our way to a purpose-built 
blind, where, out front, several scarlet red male Andean Cock-of-the-rocks performed their daily displays and 
emitted their raucous calls, at a traditional lek site. A certain author on Colombian bird book author describes 
cock-of-the-rocks as “Icons of Beauty”, and it was hard to argue with that sentiment after watching these vividly 
coloured males at their most active and conspicuous time of day.  
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While we watched on, one of the local guides and landowners, Angel Paz, joined us, and quickly tempted in a 
shy forest bird within meters of us, a solitary Dark-backed Wood-Quail. He also helped in finding a calling 
Golden-headed Quetzal too! The day was barely an hour old, and we were already reeling from what we had 
seen thus far! Our next official target was arguably the biggest one of this day, Giant Antpitta. However, as we 
waited to make out move on that one, we sorted through some birds by the roadside, which included Lineated 
Foliage-Gleaner, Strong-billed Woodcreeper, Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant, and Masked Trogon.  
 
Next up, we were led to a forest area where one of the rarest birds of the tour was seen with relative ease (once 
we had gotten to the spot by walking through uneven ground through a pasture and a forest trail that is!) Angel’s 
brother, the ever attentive Rodrigo, was waiting with not one, but two, Giant Antpittas (photo below). We even 
saw the adult feed the juvenile the worms supplied by Rodrigo! This was thought to be the toughest of the 
antpittas on our agenda this day, and yet it proved to be the first of three seen that morning. 
 

 
This adult Giant Antpitta was observed feeding a juvenile during our visit to the cloudforest reserve at Paz de las Aves   

(Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 

After the early start, (we left the lodge at 5:15am with a packed breakfast), we were appreciative of another 
great Paz tradition, a brunch served in the middle of amazing birding! A Common Potoo (photo next page) 
roosting by the cafe delayed our breakfast a little further.  
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The brunch comprised of a delicious local combo of freshly made Bolones (a ball of plantain with chicken) and 
piping hot cheese empanadas, all washed down with strong, locally-grown, coffee. Hummingbirds buzzed 
around the feeders outside as we reenergised ourselves, along with other groups who were also present that 
day. After this, we moved on to another patch of roadside forest, where, just off of the side of the road, we 
looked down on a Yellow-breasted Antpitta as it hopped on and off a mossy branch for worms. This antpitta 
was the easiest of them all. Then, we needed to do a little further walking into another section of cloudforest, 
where we were hoping for two more antpittas, but walked away with one, all good all the same, of course. This 
one was an Ochre-breasted Antpitta.  
 

 
Hiding in plain sight: Common Potoo roosting beside the café at Paz de las Aves (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 

 
The walk in and out from there was quite birdy too, with Crested Guan, Tyrannine Woodcreeper, Metallic-
green and Beryl-spangled Tanagers, White-winged Becard and Scaled Fruiteaters all seen! Returning to the 
trailhead, we got distracted for a long time, rightfully so, by another set of very active feeders. Among the 
attendees for the bananas, were Golden, Flame-faced and Golden-naped Tanagers, and Blue-winged and 
Black-chinned Mountain-Tanagers, Red-throated Barbet (photo next page) and White-winged Brushfinch. The 
hummingbird feeders were just as active, and thankfully some other guides present that day were being 
attentive there, two of which noticed an add hummer amongst the throng of others that turned out to be the 
first record of Hoary Puffleg (photo next page) for Angel Paz! The close of our time there saw us take a tough 
hike to see an Ocellated Tapaculo, which we did, followed by a Narino Tapaculo on the way out. 
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A regular and a rarity: Red-headed Barbet (TOP) and Hoary Puffleg at Paz de las Aves, (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
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Day 6: 19th February –Tandayapa Valley & Tandayapa Bird Lodge to Quito. 
 

 
A scarce specialty of the Choco bioregion Tanager Finch in the Tandayapa Valley (Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 

 
This was the last day for Adriana and Graham, as they were set to fly out of Ecuador on this night.  Therefore, 
we decided to focus on chasing some missing birds in the Tandayapa Valley, then return to the lodge for a final 
feast of food and birds around he lodge, before they set off for Quito.  We started out in an area of wet 
subtropical cloudforest, trying for a third and final time, to find the rare Tanager Finch. Things felt quiet initially, 
but finally a party of three Tanager Finches (photo above) brought much joy all round. As we walked downhill, 
along this quiet mountain road, surrounded by wet, bamboo-choked forest, we heard the loud tapping of a 
woodpecker, which, on further investigation, turned out to be a pair of Powerful Woodpeckers (photo next 
page), a much requested bird by Graham, so a very nice one to get on the final day as a parting gift. Other 
notable birds in this higher part of the valley included Pearled Treerunner, Black-crested Warbler, and 
Flavescent Flycatcher. Further birding in this largely quiet area did yield another new bird for us in the form of 
a very confiding Streak-headed Antbird.  We travelled lower down in the valley to bird another elevation before 
we returned to the lodge for lunch, some final birding, and check out. We were hoping for the scarce Beautiful 
Jay but did not get a sniff of that one while there. However, more than ample compensation came in the form 
of a Cloud-forest Pygmy-Owl (photo page 28, Graham Gerdeman) that began calling beside us and required 
some extensive searching before Graham located the bird, which we could then watch at our leisure as it called 
away in our Swarovski scope. We dragged ourselves back to the lodge for lunch, where birds were constantly 
active at the lodge feeders.  
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Graham had put in a request early, and often, for Powerful Woodpecker, a bird that is never easy to find, being a low density species 
all over its range. Therefore, we were ecstatic to find a pair on our final morning  in the Tandayapa Valley  

(Sam Woods/Tandayapa Bird Lodge). 
 

 
The various hummingbirds on display led us to record 14 hummingbird species for this final day alone, including 
Booted Racket-tails, Violet-tailed Sylphs, Brown Incas, Empress Brilliant, and Purple-bibbed Whitetip among 
them. Meanwhile, the other set of feeders was drawing in Toucan Barbets, Ecuadorian Thrushes and a final 
assortment of by now familiar tanagers. It was a great way to end a stay that merely sparked the taste buds to 
return again to Tandayapa some day! 

 
 
 
 
 

PHOTO NEXT PAGE: Cloud-forest Pygmy-Owl was one of the final additions of the tour (grahamgerdeman.com)   
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CHECKLISTS: 
 
BIRDS 
The taxonomy of the bird list follows Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements 
Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. This list is up to date with changes published by Cornell in August 2021.  

H - INCIDATES A SPECIES THAT WAS HEARD ONLY. 
 
GO - INDICATES A SPECIES RECORDED BY THE GUIDE ONLY. 
 
CHOC – INDICATES A SPECIES THAT IS ENDEMIC TO THE CHOCO BIOREGION. 
 
310 species recorded and around 40 Choco endemic bird species (taxonomy dependent). 

 
      

  TINAMOUS TINAMIDAE 

H Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui 

  DUCKS, GEESE, & WATERFOWL ANATIDAE 

  Torrent Duck Merganetta armata 

  CRACIDS CRACIDAE 

  Andean Guan Penelope montagnii 

  Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 

  Wattled Guan Aburria aburri 

  NEW WORLD QUAIL ODONTOPHORIDAE 

  Rufous-fronted Wood-Quail Odontophorus erythrops 

  Dark-backed Wood-Quail Odontophorus melanonotus 

  PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE 

  Rock Pigeon Columba livia 

  Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 

  Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata 

  Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 

  Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 

  Dusky Pigeon Patagioenas goodsoni 

  White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 

  White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata 

  Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 

  CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE 

  Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 
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  Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 

  NIGHTJARS AND ALLIES CAPRIMULGIDAE 

  Common Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis 

  Lyre-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis lyra 

  POTOOS NYCTIBIIDAE 

  Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus 

  SWIFTS APODIDAE 

  Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila 

  White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 

  Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 

  Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis 

  HUMMINGBIRDS TROCHILIDAE 

  White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 

  White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis yaruqui 

  Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus 

  Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae 

  Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 

  Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans 

  Gorgeted Sunangel Heliangelus strophianus 

  Green Thorntail Discosura conversii 

  Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys 

  Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis 

  Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae 

  Purple-backed Thornbill Ramphomicron microrhynchum 

  Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina 

  Hoary Puffleg Haplophaedia lugens 

  Sapphire-vented Puffleg Eriocnemis luciani 

  Golden-breasted Puffleg Eriocnemis mosquera 

  Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis 

  Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni 

  Collared Inca Coeligena torquata 

  Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena lutetiae 

  Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi 

  Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera 
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  Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus 

  Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens 

  Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini 

  Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii 

  Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini 

  Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides 

  Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula 

  Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix 

  Purple-throated Woodstar Philodice mitchellii 

  Crowned (Green-crowned) Woodnymph Thalurania colombica 

  Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae 

  Purple-chested Hummingbird Amazilia rosenbergi 

  Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 

  PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE 

  Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens 

  HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS ARDEIDAE 

  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

  NEW WORLD VULTURES CATHARTIDAE 

  Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 

  Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura jota 

  OSPREY PANDIONIDAE 

  Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

  HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES ACCIPITRIDAE 

  Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 

  Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 

  Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps 

  Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 

  Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus 

  OWLS STRIGIDAE 

  Rufescent Screech-Owl Megascops ingens 

H White-throated Screech-Owl Megascops albogularis 

  Cloud-forest Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium nubicola 

  Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 
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  TROGONS TROGONIDAE 

  Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps 

  Blue-tailed (Chocó) Trogon Trogon comptus 

  Collared Trogon Trogon collaris 

  Masked Trogon Trogon personatus 

  MOTMOTS MOMOTIDAE 

  Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii 

  Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum 

  PUFFBIRDS BUCCONIDAE 

  Barred Puffbird Nystalus radiatus 

  White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis 

  NEW WORLD BARBETS CAPITONIDAE 

  Orange-fronted Barbet Capito squamatus 

  Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii 

  TOUCAN-BARBETS SEMNORNITHIDAE 

  Toucan Barbet Semnornis ramphastinus 

  TOUCANS RAMPHASTIDAE 

  Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus 

  Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena laminirostris 

  Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus erythropygius 

  Yellow-throated (Chestnut-mandibled) Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus swainsonii 

  Choco Toucan Ramphastos brevis 

  WOODPECKERS PICIDAE 

H Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus 

  Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 

  Smoky-brown Woodpecker Picoides fumigatus 

  Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 

  Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii 

  Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus 

  Powerful Woodpecker Campephilus pollens 

  Guayaquil Woodpecker Campephilus gayaquilensis 

  FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE 

  American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
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  NEW WORLD AND AFRICAN PARROTS Psittacidae  

  Rose-faced Parrot Pyrilia pulchra 

  Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus 

  Speckle-faced (White-capped) Parrot Pionus tumultuosus seniloides 

  Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 

  Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus 

  Maroon-tailed Parakeet Pyrrhura melanura pacifica 

  TYPICAL ANTBIRDS THAMNOPHILIDAE 

  Rufous-rumped Antwren Euchrepomis callinota 

H Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus unicolor 

  Russet Antshrike (Tawny) Thamnistes anabatinus 

  Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor 

  Streak-headed (Long-tailed) Antbird Drymophila striaticeps 

  Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul 

H Esmeraldas Antbird Sipia nigricauda 

  Zeledon's (Immaculate) Antbird Hafferia zeledoni 

  ANTPITTAS GRALLARIIDAE 

H Undulated Antpitta Grallaria squamigera 

  Giant Antpitta Grallaria gigantea 

  Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla 

  Chestnut-naped Antpitta Grallaria nuchalis 

  Yellow-breasted Antpitta Grallaria flavotincta 

  Equatorial (Rufous) Antpitta Grallaria saturata 

H Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis 

  Ochre-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula flavirostris 

  TAPACULOS RHINOCRYPTIDAE 

  Ocellated Tapaculo Acropternis orthonyx 

H Blackish (Unicolored) Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans 

  Nariño Tapaculo Scytalopus vicinior 

  Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus spillmanni 

  ANTTHRUSHES FORMICARIIDAE 

H Black-headed Antthrush Formicarius nigricapillus 

H Rufous-breasted Antthrush Formicarius rufipectus 
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  OVENBIRDS AND WOODCREEPERS FURNARIIDAE 

  Tyrannine Woodcreeper Dendrocincla tyrannina 

  Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 

  Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 

  Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus 

  Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus 

  Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 

  Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 

  Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger 

  Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii 

  Rusty-winged Barbtail Premnornis guttuliger 

  Pale-legged (Pacific) Hornero Furnarius leucopus cinnamomeus 

  Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa 

  Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia variegaticeps 

  Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris 

H Ruddy Foliage-gleaner Clibanornis rubiginosus 

H Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps 

H Striped (Western) Woodhaunter Automolus subulatus assimilis 

  Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens 

  Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger 

  White-browed Spinetail Hellmayrea gularis 

  Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops 

  Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae 

  Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa 

  Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura 

  MANAKINS PIPRIDAE 

H White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus 

  Club-winged Manakin Machaeropterus deliciosus 

  COTINGAS COTINGIDAE 

  Barred Fruiteater Pipreola arcuata 

  Orange-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola jucunda 

  Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides tschudii 

  Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus 

  Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus 
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  TITYRAS AND ALLIES TITYRIDAE 

  Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 

H Northern (Thrush-like) Schiffornis Schiffornis veraepacis rosenbergi 

  Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor 

  Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus 

  White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus dorsalis 

  TYRANT FLYCATCHERS TYRANNIDAE 

  White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus 

  White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys 

  White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps 

  Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis 

  Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris 

  Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Phylloscartes ophthalmicus 

  Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps 

  Black-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias nigrocapillus 

  Choco (Golden-faced) Tyrannulet Zimmerius (chrysops) albigularis 

  Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus 

H Rufous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus ruficeps 

H Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus 

  Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 

H Pacific Flatbill Rhynchocyclus pacificus 

  Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus 

  Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans 

  Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus 

  Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 

  Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 

  Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis 

  Smoky Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes fumigatus 

H Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris 

  Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor 

  Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 

H Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 

  Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis 

  Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus 
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  Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 

  VIREOS AND ALLIES VIREONIDAE 

  Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis nigrirostris 

  Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis 

  Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata 

  Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys 

  CROWS JAYS AND MAGPIES CORVIDAE 

  Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca turcosa 

  SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE 

  Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 

  Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina 

GO White-thighed Swallow Atticora tibialis 

  Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 

  Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 

  GNATCATCHERS POLIOPTILIDAE 

  Tawny-faced Gnatwren Microbates cinereiventris 

  WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE 

H Scaly-breasted (Southern Nightingale) Wren Microcerculus marginatus 

  House Wren Troglodytes aedon 

  Plain-tailed Wren Pheugopedius euophrys 

H Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis 

H Stripe-throated Wren Cantorchilus leucopogon 

  Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus 

H Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa 

  Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 

  DIPPERS CINCLIDAE 

  White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus 

  THRUSHES AND ALLIES TURDIDAE 

  Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides 

H Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater 

H Speckled (Spotted) Nightingale-Thrush Catharus maculatus 

  Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 

  Black Solitaire Entomodestes coracinus 

  Pale-eyed Thrush Turdus leucops 
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  Pale-vented Thrush Turdus obsoletus 

  Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus maculirostris 

  Great Thrush Turdus fuscater 

  Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus 

  WAGTAILS AND PIPITS MOTACILLIDAE 

  Paramo Pipit Anthus bogotensis 

  FINCHES, EUPHONIAS AND ALLIES FRINGILLIDAE 

  Orange-crowned Euphonia Euphonia saturata 

  Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 

  Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 

  Yellow-collared Chlorophonia Chlorophonia flavirostris 

  Hooded Siskin Spinus magellanicus 

  NEW WORLD SPARROWS PASSERELLIDAE 

  Tanager Finch Oreothraupis arremonops 

  
Yellow-throated Chlorospingus (Bush-
Tanager) Chlorospingus flavigularis 

  Dusky Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus semifuscus 

  Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris 

  Gray-browed (Stripe-headed) Brushfinch Arremon assimilis 

  Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 

  Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha 

  Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 

  Tricolored (Choco) Brushfinch Atlapetes tricolor crassus 

  Yellow-breasted (Rufous-naped) Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus 

  White-winged Brushfinch Atlapetes leucopterus leucopterus 

  TROUPIALS AND ALLIES ICTERIDAE 

  Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi 

  Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis pacificus 

  Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons 

  NEW WORLD WARBLERS PARULIDAE 

H Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis semiflava 

  Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 

  Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca 

  Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus 
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  Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata 

  Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda 

  Golden-bellied (Chocó) Warbler Myiothlypis chrysogaster chlorophrys 

  Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata 

  Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis 

  Slate-throated Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus miniatus 

  Spectacled Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus melanocephalus 

  MITROSPINGID TANAGERS MITROSPINGIDAE 

  Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus cassinii 

  CARDINALS AND ALLIES CARDINALIDAE 

  Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 

  Ochre-breasted Tanager Chlorothraupis stolzmanni 

  Golden Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysogaster 

  Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 

  TANAGERS AND ALLIES THRAUPIDAE 

  Black-eared (Western) Hemispingus Hemispingus melanotis ochraceus 

  White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus 

  Tawny-crested Tanager Tachyphonus delatrii 

  White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 

  Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus icteronotus 

  Moss-backed Tanager Bangsia edwardsi 

  Hooded Mountain Tanager Buthraupis montana 

  Black-chested Mountain Tanager Cnemathraupis eximia 

  Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii 

  Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris 

  Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus 

  Black-chinned Mountain Tanager Anisognathus notabilis 

  Golden-crowned Tanager Iridosornis rufivertex 

  Glistening-green Tanager Chlorochrysa phoenicotis 

  Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 

  Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 

  Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala 

  Golden-naped Tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix 

  Gray-and-gold Tanager Poecilostreptus palmeri 
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  Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei 

  Golden-hooded Tanager Stilpnia larvata 

  Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis 

  Rufous-throated Tanager Ixothraupis rufigula 

  Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis 

  Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides 

  Rufous-winged Tanager Tangara lavinia 

  Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 

  Flame-faced Tanager (Yellow-faced) Tangara parzudakii lunigera 

  Golden Tanager Tangara arthus 

  Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala 

  Black-faced (Yellow-tufted) Dacnis Dacnis lineata aequatorialis 

  Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta 

  Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus 

  Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 

  Golden-collared Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrimus 

  Scarlet-browed Tanager Heterospingus xanthopygius 

  Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira 

  Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons 

  Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii 

  Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis 

  White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera 

  Indigo Flowerpiercer Diglossa indigotica 

  Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea 

  Plushcap Catamblyrhynchus diadema 

  Slaty Finch Haplospiza rustica 

  Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 

  Thick-billed (Lesser) Seed-Finch Sporophila funerea 

  Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina 

  Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis 

GO Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata 

  Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 

  Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 

  Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis 
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  MAMMALS (partial list)   

  Red-tailed Squirrel  Sciurus granatensis 

  Central American Agouti  Dasyprocta punctata 

  Tapeti (Brazilian Rabbit) Sylvilagus brasiliensis 

  Tayra  Eira barbara 

  Western Lowland Olingo Bassaricyon medius 

  Kinkajou  Potos flavus 

  Others:   

  Blue Morpho sp. Morpho sp. 

  Owl Butterfly Sp. Caligo sp. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

	

 
 
 


